
P R E S S  K I T



The San Diego Brewers Guild is a nonprofit organization made up of allied San Diego craft brew-
eries, tradespeople, restaurants serving craft beer and craft beer aficionados. Started in 1997 by a 
group of brewers with a common goal of supporting the brewing culture in San Diego, the Guild is 
the primary nonprofit organization supporting San Diego’s growing craft beer community. 

Its mission has remained the same since its inception: to promote awareness and 
increase the visibility of fresh, locally brewed beer through education and com-
munity events. Throughout San Diego’s craft beer history, the Guild has worked to create an 
open line of communication between brewers, be an advocate for modern beer laws and promote 
the robust brewing community locally, nationally and internationally. 

With over 100 craft breweries now operating in San Diego County, the Guild’s role is more import-
ant than ever. Now in its 9th year, San Diego Beer Week, presented by the Guild, has grown signifi-
cantly in recent years, and is a major draw for beer tourists all over the world. As San Diego’s craft 
beer community continues to grow, the Guild remains dedicated to serving the craft 
beer community and spreading the word about San Diego’s unparalleled craft beer culture.  

Cheers! 

A B O U T



WHAT IS THE SAN DIEGO BREWERS GUILD?  
The San Diego Brewers Guild is a nonprofit organization founded in 1997 to support San Diego’s 
growing craft beer community. 

WHAT IS ITS PRIMARY MISSION?  
The mission of the San Diego Brewers Guild is to promote awareness and increase the visibility of 
fresh, locally brewed beer through public education and events. 

F A Q



WHAT ARE THE CORE SDBG EVENTS?

The Guild’s core events are: 

•  San Diego Beer Week, a week-long celebration of all 
things San Diego beer held annually the first week of 
November (now in its 9th year)

•  Rhythm & Brews Music and Craft Beer Festival, a 
one-day event that showcases San Diego breweries and 
local bands, is the bookend event to SDBW held annually 
in North San Diego County in the spring.

•  San Diego Brewers Guild Golf Tournament, an all-
day fundraiser combining three hallmarks of San Diego 
living (beer + golf + sunshine), supporting the nonprofit 
initiatives of the Guild.

WHEN IS SAN DIEGO BEER WEEK 2017? 
November 3 – 12, 2017 

WHO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE SDBG? 
The Guild welcomes new members. Brewery members 
are those whose principal business is a brewery in San 
Diego County, while allied retail members are pubs, 
bars and restaurants selling beer brewed in San Diego 
County. Affiliate members are those who provide service 
or manufacture or sell products to the brewing industry, 
both commercial and home brewing.

F A Q
 C O N T I N U E D



WHO IS PART OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THE SDBG? 

Guild Brewery members vote to fill the Guild’s leadership roles annually. 
For 2017, leadership roles are as follows: 

Get to know the Guild’s Leaders

L E A D E R S H I P

PRESIDENT 
Jill Davidson 

Pizza Port Brewing Company  

VICE PRESIDENT 
Paul Sangster 

Rip Current Brewing Company

SECRETARY 
Terry Little 

Bear Roots Brewing Company

TREASURER 
Bryan Carpenter 
LevitZacks CPA

PRESIDENT EMERITAS 
Matt Rattner 

Karl Strauss Brewing Company

GENERAL COUNSEL 
David Moore 

Moore & Skilljan Attorneys At Law 

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR 
Paige McWey Acers

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Lee Doxtader 

San Diego Brewing Company

Rick Chapman 
Coronado Brewing Company

Lindsey Sylvester 
Stone Brewing

Todd Colburn  
Higher Gravity Brand Advocates 

Rachel Akin  
Benchmark Brewing Company

Dande Bagby  
Bagby Beer Company

Candace Moon 
Craft Beer Attorney



JILL DAVIDSON
President 
Western Regional Sales Manager, Pizza Port Brewing Company 

After growing up just four hours north of New York City in Ballston Lake, 
NY, Jill made the move to Delaware to attend the University of Delaware 
where she received a Bachelor of Science degree in Hotel, Restaurant & 
Institutional Management. She fell into her now nearly 14-year relation-
ship with the brewing industry at just 18 years old at Iron Hill Brewery & 
Restaurant in Newark, DE during the server beer-training program. She now 
happily resides in San Diego and has been with Pizza Port Brewery for six 
years, with her current position being Western Regional Sales Manager. Jill 
joined the Guild’s leadership in 2015 and is excited to be part of San Diego’s 
beer industry at such a transformative time of growth and expansion. Jill also 
enjoys the diversity of the Guild – from the wisdom of more experienced 
brewers to the innovative ideas of newer ones – and how it provides an outlet 
for all of those voices to be heard. 

PAUL SANGSTER
Vice President
Co-Founder/Head Brewer, Rip Current Brewing Company

Born and raised in Baltimore, MD, Paul Sangster came to San Diego for the 
beer. Paul has been a craft beer lover since the late 80s and his engineer-
ing background ignited his interest to better understand the composition 
of beer. In 2012, Paul co-founded Rip Current Brewing Company with his 
friend Guy Shobe after several very active years as a home brewer (in which 
he won over 150 medals for his home brews). His dedication to his craft has 
now earned Rip Current a number of accolades, including Very Small Brew-
ing Company of the Year at the 2015 Great American Beer Festival. Paul 
got involved with the Guild in 2015 to give back to the San Diego beer com-
munity. By sitting on the Board of Directors, Paul is actively contributing to 
San Diego’s reputation as the preeminent brewing city in the country. 

O F F I C E R S



BRYAN CARPENTER
Treasurer 

Audit Manager, LevitZacks CPA

Bryan hails from Jackson Hole, WY, and moved to San Diego to attend the 
University of San Diego where he graduated magna cum laude in 2007 with 
a double major in accounting and business administration with an emphasis in 
finance, real estate, and information technology. Post-graduation, he went 
on to work as a CPA at LEVITZACKS, where he combines his business and 
accounting skills with his personal passion and professional experience within 
the brewing industry and has branded himself the “Craft Beer CPA.” His 
passion for beer began in college, when he began home brewing, and later 
joined Quality Ale and Fermentation Fraternity (QUAFF) in 2013. After he 
spearheaded the initiative for LEVITZACKS to become an affiliate member 
of the Guild, Bryan knew he wanted to get more involved himself. He joined 
the Guild in 2016 as its treasurer and looks forward to giving back to the 
craft beer community that has given him so much. 

TERRY LITTLE 
Secretary  
Owner/Head Brewer, Bear Roots Brewing Co.

Terry Little is a self taught brewer who was raised in British Columbia, Canada. 
He is the owner and head brewer of Vista’s Bear Roots Brewing Co. Alongside 
his wife, Page, they have turned their passion for brewing into a locally owned 
community based business. The brewery is also associated with a home brew 
supply store, Home Brew Supply, a resource for North County home brewers 
and brewers alike. Terry is also the director of brewing operations for Oceans-
ide’s Black Plague Brewing. Terry joined the Guild’s board of directors in 2017 
to meet fellow local brewers and also to contribute to bringing the community 
together to work towards the common goal of promoting San Diego’s craft 
beer community.

O F F I C E R S



DAVID MOORE
General Counsel 
Attorney, Moore & Skilljan Attorneys At Law

David Moore is a San Diego native and a partner at Moore & Skiljan Attor-
neys at Law. He graduated with the high achievement of cum laude at both 
the University of Southern California and California Western School of Law. 
David got his foot into the brewing industry in 1997 when Stone Brewing 
Company’s CEO and co-founder Greg Koch let him know that the brew-
eries in San Diego wanted to form a guild and needed assistance to form 
the corporation and file for non-profit status. He has been using his skill set 
within the Guild ever since and feels privileged to have witnessed the growth 
of the brewing community in San Diego first hand.

MATT RATTNER
President Emeritas
President, Karl Strauss Brewing Company

Born and raised in Redwood City, CA, Matt Rattner is a true craft beer 
pioneer (and entrepreneur) who achieved his goal of starting the first brew-
ery in the city of San Diego since Prohibition. In 1989, he co-founded Karl 
Strauss Brewing Company with Chris Cramer and now serves as the com-
pany’s co-president. Matt has devoted his near 30-year career to building 
San Diego’s craft brewing community. He became involved with the Guild 
to impart his knowledge he’s gained to a new generation of craft brewers and 
embrace, support and guide the local craft beer community.

O F F I C E R S



PAIGE MCWEY ACERS 
Executive Administrator 

Paige McWey Acers is a San Diego County native, born and raised in Vista, 
CA. After graduating high school, she moved south to the City of San Diego 
to attend San Diego State University, where she double majored in sociology 
and religious studies. Paige originally intended to have a career as a parale-
gal, and completed the paralegal program at the University of San Diego. 
However, while in school she worked as a server at The Linkery, one of San 
Diego’s first truly farm-to-table, craft-focused restaurants, and it was there 
that she learned about San Diego’s craft beer movement. After graduat-
ing from USD’s program, she was working at a law firm doing paralegal and 
office management work, but knew she wanted to get into the craft beer 
industry. When she learned about the job at the guild, she immediately went 
for it, and the rest is history. In her work with the second largest craft beer 
Guild in the country, she works directly with the board of directors to make 
decisions for the Guild, attends craft beer summits and seminars to stay up-
to-date on all things craft beer, advocates for more modern beer laws and is 
behind one of the biggest beer events in the country: San Diego Beer Week. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N



DANDE BAGBY
Board of Directors 
Co-founder, Bagby Beer Company

A San Diego native, Dande Bagby had always casually loved craft beer but it 
wasn’t until she met her husband, Jeff Bagby — former head brewer at Oggi’s 
Vista and later Pizza Port Carlsbad — that her knowledge and appreciation 
of San Diego craft beer truly blossomed. An early tasting session with Jeff 
opened her eyes to the variety of craft beer being brewed in San Diego, and 
was a crucial experience that sparked an untapped passion. The two decided to 
launch Bagby Beer Company in Oceanside in 2014 and she joined the Guild’s 
BOD in 2017 to do her part in maintaining San Diego’s reputation as a colle-
gial community of craft brewers making exceptional beer.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

LEE DOXTADER 
Board of Directors 
Co-Founder, San Diego Brewing Company

Lee Doxtader was born and raised in a small town outside of Michigan’s state 
capital. He stayed in Michigan for college and earned a Bachelor’s of Science 
degree in business administration from Ferris State University. Lee began 
his career in the brewing industry at home, spending much of his time home 
brewing. After he moved to San Diego in 1981, Lee went on to co-found 
Callahan’s in 1989 and later San Diego Brewing Company in 1993 – he has 
been brewing commercially for over two decades. Lee got involved with the 
Guild to grow the voice of local craft brewers and currently sits on the Board 
of Directors.



LINDSEY SYLVESTER
Board of Directors 
Sales Event Manager, Stone Brewing

Originally born in Walnut Creek, CA, Lindsey Sylvester grew up in the small 
coastal town of Eliot, Maine.  She graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with 
a concentration in graphic design from the University of Massachusetts in 
Lowell, MA. Lindsey’s love affair with beer started when she became a bar-
tender in 2001 while working her way through college. After graduating from 
UMASS Lowell, Lindsey landed a job as an event planner working on national 
conferences in the privacy industry. During this time she continued to moon-
light in the restaurant industry where her knowledge of craft beer continued 
to grow. In 2011, Lindsey moved to San Diego, CA where she worked planning 
international conferences for a patent and technology organization. Lindsey 
landed her dream job at Stone Brewing managing their off-site events and do-
nations in 2012. Prior to joining the board, Lindsey volunteered on the SDBG 
events committee for nearly two years helping to promote local craft beer 
through their community events. Lindsey is currently a member of the Pink 
Boots Society and values how they empower women to advance in the beer 
industry through education.

RICK CHAPMAN
Board of Directors
President/Co-Founder, Coronado Brewing Company

A Coronado native, Rick Chapman is a longtime member of San Diego’s 
craft beer community. He briefly left his hometown to attend college in 
Santa Cruz, but returned home afterwards and eventually opened up a 
small coffee shop (though he initially had dreams of opening a restaurant). 
When a larger spot opened up, he and his brother decided to try something 
different and open up a brewpub instead of a restaurant. This was in 1996, 
when there were just six microbreweries in San Diego. Twenty years later 
and Coronado Brewing Company is a San Diego craft beer mainstay. Rick 
joined the Guild’s Board of Directors in 2015 to continue to support the 
local craft community and pass along his knowledge of the beer industry that 
he’s picked up along the past two decades. He is especially passionate about 
advocating for better laws for craft brewers.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S



TODD COLBURN
Board of Directors 
Higher Gravity Brand Advocates

Born and raised in sunny San Diego, Todd stayed local after high school and 
attended San Diego State University. After graduation, he worked in the 
golf industry but what he really wanted to do was work in craft beer. He and 
his best friend had dreams of opening a brewery, but it never happened. In 
spring of 2011, Todd finally made the jump when he saw Stone Brewery’s plans 
for expansion in the San Diego Union-Tribune and noticed an open position 
in marketing. He has been with the company ever since and doesn’t regret 
leaving golf for a minute. Todd joined the Guild’s leadership because he wants 
to support San Diego’s growing craft community and the camaraderie found 
amongst its brewers. He has enjoyed immensely the relationships he has built 
within the Guild as well as opportunities to drive awareness for craft.

RACHAEL AKIN 
Board of Directors  
Co-Founder, Benchmark Brewing Company

A fifth generation San Diegan, Rachael Akin was originally intent on being an 
interior designer before her career path took a sudsy turn. After pouring beer 
throughout her time in college, she became directly involved in the brewing 
industry when she decided, along with her family, to open a brewery in 2013. 
Her entire family – mom, dad and brother – opened Benchmark Brewing as a 
family project, and since then she’s been directly involved with the San Diego 
brewing community. At Benchmark, Rachael manages the brand, sales and 
marketing, the brewery’s events and its tasting room, as well as all aspects of 
design. She has been a member of the local homebrew club QUAFF since 
2002 and is a BJCP certified beer judge. She joined the Guild in 2016 as its 
secretary, since it’s in her nature to get involved. She looks forward to pitching 
for change and becoming more involved with the Guild. 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S



CANDACE L. MOON 
Board of Directors  
Craft Beer Attorney

Candace Moon brings a unique legal perspective to the Guild’s board of 
directors. She graduated from Thomas Jefferson School of Law in 2007 and 
has dedicated her career to helping breweries ever since. She is the founder of 
The Craft Beer Attorney APC, a law firm dedicated to serving the craft beer 
industry’s legal needs for almost a decade, and has always been committed to 
sourcing easily accessible legal assistance for brewing professionals and brew-
ing-hopefuls. In addition to being a frequent speaker and author on craft beer 
legalities, she also co-founded the Craft Beer Attorney Coalition as a means 
of bringing together legal professionals committed to serving small brewers 
across the country. By joining the guild and its efforts to raise awareness for 
the San Diego craft beer community, Candace has found yet another way to 
assist the industry she has dedicated her career to.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S



WHERE CAN I FIND HIGH-RESOLUTION 
IMAGES OR THE SDBG LOGO?

High resolution images are available upon 
request. The Guild’s logos can be found here.

WHAT ARE THE GUILD’S 
SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES?

Facebook: 
facebook.com/SDBrewersGuild

Twitter: 
twitter.com/sdbrewers

Instagram: 
instagram.com/sdbrewers

HOW CAN I REQUEST AN INTERVIEW 
WITH A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SDBG? 
The Guild welcomes interview requests. Members 
of the media are encouraged to reach out to Bay 

Bird Inc with their requests.

M E D I A  C O N T A C T S

WHO IS THE GUILD’S 
MEDIA CONTACT? 

Bay Bird Inc

Peyton Robertson 
peyton@baybirdinc.com

o. 619-564-7644 
c. 858-382-4922

Alex Zalicki Harmon 
alex@baybirdinc.com 

o. 619-564-7644 
c. 619-905-8889

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B_IDo6N1f51Dfk1YV2h3NHdmdFFBTWZsMzVxSTYzLU1CamJzd1lIejdKVklzNms3UWY3c0E
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B_IDo6N1f51Dfk1YV2h3NHdmdFFBTWZsMzVxSTYzLU1CamJzd1lIejdKVklzNms3UWY3c0E
http://www.facebook.com/SDBrewersGuild 
http://twitter.com/sdbrewers
http://instagram.com/sdbrewers
http://www.baybirdinc.com
http://baybirdinc.com
mailto:peyton%40baybirdinc.com%0D?subject=
mailto:alex%40baybirdinc.com%20%0D?subject=

